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   Every year, as the end of deer season draws near, I start thinking about what has happened during the past season. I consider myself very lucky to be a part of so many hunters’ lives and to get to be a part of their hunting experience. I also consider myself very lucky to be associated with Brock and Matt Brewster. As the owners of this outfitting business, they are as honest and straightforward as they come. They, along with myself have a sincere desire to create an outfitting business where hunters are going to get what they pay for. A quality hunting experience with good food, good lodging, great guides and land that isn’t over-hunted!

   I rejoice with the hunters that harvest a great buck but also feel the disappointment of those who may have missed or didn’t have an opportunity to shoot a buck. This past season holds a lot of special memories for me.

   I remember the evening I went to pick up Sam Smith at a property called Dry Bone. Sam had set up just inside the timber on the downwind side of a cornfield in his climber. When I dropped him off that afternoon he ask what he should do if there were deer in the field when it was time to come out. I told him to start barking like a dog. I didn’t think he would have any problem doing that as he is a vet and speaks dog pretty fluently.

    I pulled into the spot where I was going to pick him up right at dark and rolled the window down so I could hear. I waited there for at least a 45 minutes after dark before I finally heard Sam barking. I have to admit that Sam did a pretty convincing job because all of the local dogs started barking back at him. When he finally got to the truck, at first I thought something was seriously wrong with him. He was muttering to himself and was holding his chest. I finally got him to settle down enough to tell me what happened. That evening Sam had two bucks come by him at the same time, a 160 inch ten point at eight yards and a monster typical 12 point that he estimated at 215 inches. The monster was only twenty yards from the tree he was in but because of maple limbs and leaves he never had a good shot at the deer. He refused to take a bad shot and I salute him for that. That, my friends, is a true hunter. Having respect for the animals we are hunting should be an important part of every hunter’s mindset and taking bad shots shouldn’t be an option! He also stated that after the buck left, he was pretty sure he was having a heart attach. Even though Sam didn’t get a chance at the monster again, the next evening he harvested a beautiful nine point that scored 155 inches, our first deer of the season and also named a stand site for us. Coronary corner!

  I also had the privilege of having been a part of a beginning bow hunter’s success story. Markus Hoeppler hunted with us the first week of November. This was his first season of bow hunting and he was full of questions and soaked up every thing he heard.  Knowing how difficult it can be just to get an opportunity at a buck, I tried to stress the importance of being patient and to realize that many bow hunters hunt for years before they take their first good buck.  I did anyway!

 The first week Markus hunted with us was a very eventful week for him. He saw 13 bucks that week, several shooters and one monster we call the brow tine buck (170 +). His brow tines are at least 8 inches long, maybe 10 inches! The brow tine buck came out in an open field about 200 yards from Markus. Markus grunted at him and the buck started coming straight at him. When he was 80 yards out, another buck and doe came out into another corner of the field and he turned and went towards them. Markus had several more close encounters with shooters but never got a chance to shoot at any of them. I could feel his disappointment but encouraged him to come back again and hunt a few more days. He did and on the last evening of his hunt he arrowed a beautiful ten point that scored 130 inches. It was pure pleasure for me to see his excitement when I met him that evening to go and find his deer. 

     Another highlight for me was Will Yancey’s first deer. His father, Ken has been a fishing client of mine for years and I was thrilled that Will (12 years old) harvested his first deer. I can’t overstate the importance of getting the youth involved in the outdoors.

Sunfish Valley Whitetails will allow any youth, under 16 that is going to hunt with their guardian to hunt for free. The only charge will be for lodging and meals!

 I also want to congratulate Keith Avant on his harvest of his monster buck. Keith hunted with us the first week of bow season and didn’t get an opportunity. He decided to give it another shot during shotgun season. He worked hard to get that deer in some pretty nasty weather and it paid off. Read his story in the trophy gallery under 2008 deer!

 Jeff Campbell (16) and his father Steve bow hunted in November and Jeff had an opportunity at a 160 class ten point but didn’t connect.
Jeff and Steve came back for the two-day shotgun season and he finally connected with a great buck (135) and we were thrilled for him.

 Aubrey Marshall’s muzzleloader buck taken on the last day of the muzzleloader season is awesome. It’s a mainframe nine pointer that scored 153 inches and it couldn’t have happened to a better guy!

 Wayne Grooms monster buck (185) is the buck of a lifetime for him. Wayne shot straight down through this buck as it was directly under his tree when it finally stopped.

 Darrin Satterfield big eight point taken on Spicy was probably the largest body weight of any buck we harvested this year. It dressed out around 240 lbs.

 Tracy Waddell was one of our overflow hunters. He came to the office one morning and said that he didn’t have time to come up and scout before the season and was looking for advice on where to go. I had been out looking at a property the day before and told him about some big buck sign I had seen and how to get there. The next evening he came to the office after dark and reported that he had shot a big buck there. We decided to wait until the next morning to look for it. We found it easily but had quite an adventure getting it out. It slid down into a ravine that was almost straight down and got hung under a downed tree. Needless to say, Tracy is responsible for the new winch on the Polaris ranger.

   Trent Westfall’s eleven-point buck had an attitude problem but Trent took care of that for him. We had been seeing this buck for several years and he was starting to go downhill. The buck marched straight in to Trent’s calling and rattling. He and his hunting partner, Roger Robison were great hunters! 

  Paul Chamblis hunted as hard as anyone we had all season in some pretty nasty weather and it finally paid off with a quality buck on the last day of the first shotgun season. Something else I’m really proud of is the fact that we didn’t lose a single deer that was shot this season. We found every deer. We had a couple of adventures doing that but we recovered every one.


 There were several great deer that were shot at and missed and there was a lot of fun had at the expense of a couple of the guys that happened to. I now have a wall of fame in my house with pictures of our successful hunters, but right beside it is the wall of shame with several shirttails hanging on nails.
   Overall, we had a wonderful group of clients in 2008. There were numerous bucks in the 130 /140 class that were passed on by quite a few of our hunters because they knew if they took one of them they wouldn’t get a chance at one of the big boys. For everyone that passed up a shooter, waiting for a bigger one, I have to say “Thank you”! Those 130’s you passed up will be our 150’s and 160’s next season.

    Even though I didn’t get to hunt as much as I would have liked, early in the season I passed up opportunities at two different bucks in the 150 class. If I would have taken one of them I would have had to quit hunting and my goal of taking a Boone and Crockett buck wouldn’t be fulfilled. Maybe next year one of those bucks will be over 170 inches and maybe I’ll have a chance at one of them. That’s what I want our hunters to do. If you are serious about killing a monster whitetail, you need to set your goals high and give it time to happen. I have always said that one of the big secrets to killing a monster whitetail is that you have to hunt where they are and put your time in. It might not happen this year or the next year but eventually you are going to get your chance. 

    Right now I know of four bucks that are on our property that are over 200 inches and numerous others over 170 inches that made it through the season. The Drop tine buck has acquired a name, White Trash! I estimate him at around 240 inches and to be a four year old. Bucks gain the most antler growth between their fourth and fifth year so if he makes it through the winter alright, he may be in the 280 class next season. He’s pretty tough. We saw him two times this season and almost had one opportunity at him during bow season. He was about sixty yards out, moving thru the timber and never presented a shot opportunity.
    We also have a ten point that’s at least 26 inches wide that we saw five different times during bow season and I think he will score around 170 inches. The huge typical twelve point that Sam Smith saw is still alive as far as I know and he will score well over 200 inches. Even though I haven’t seen him, there are reports of one buck that’s well over 250 inches that walked by one of our hunters during gun season. I’m still not sure what happened there but the hunter never got a shot off. He didn’t seem to want to talk about it too much for some reason. During shotgun season, Sam Moats saw two different monster bucks. Sam has been hunting his whole life and said that they were the two biggest bucks he has ever seen. The brow tine buck I mentioned earlier is also still alive.

    As a manager, hunters’ passing up small shooters doesn’t help my success rates any but one of our goals at Sunfish Valley Whitetails is to have big whitetails, and they won’t get big if we don’t let them grow up. It would be nice if every hunter that came to hunt with us had a chance to harvest a trophy buck but it just doesn’t work that way. I wish it did. It would sure make my job a lot easier.
   I am also looking forward to the upcoming season with much anticipation. The new fully guided program we are offering next year is going to be awesome! I have some great guides lined up to work with our hunters next year. These are guides that have a genuine desire for their clients to be successful and know how to make it happen. Our guides will be scouting their properties everyday you are there to find fresh sign and to get you an opportunity at a quality whitetail. Our guided program will work with every hunter on an individual basis. Our guided hunters will get to be a part of the decision making process during their hunt and if they feel we need to move a stand or hunt from a climber to get on a buck, we will do that. I really encourage the use of climbers. It doesn’t take long for the big bucks to recognize where the permanent stands are and the ability to surprise them is a definite advantage!

  Over all we had a great season. We made a lot of new friends and got to share some great times with a lot of quality sportsman. To me, hunting isn’t just about harvesting a deer. It’s about the total experience, spending time with old friends, making new friends, the anticipation of what might happen and the preparation for that magic moment when all of the effort, time and money spent pay off and you harvest the buck of your dreams! 
   I want to take this opportunity to thank each and every one that hunted with us in 2008! I enjoyed having every single one of you in camp and look forward to seeing you again in the future!

                                                                               Bob Cramer / Manager
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