9-17-09
The Other Pike County
Hey everyone. Thought I’d give you a little update about the upcoming season and what we have been doing to get ready for that magic time of the year that is fast approaching! Bow season opens next Saturday, Sept. 26th and we are ready!
We did a ton of work this summer on our food plots, access roads into the properties, setting feeders and mineral licks, putting in waterholes, setting new stand sites and getting everything ready for your hunt.
The new farmer we have has had a bumper crop of soybeans and corn this year. Some of the soybean fields have beans over four feet tall in them. You can’t even see the deer in them if they don’t raise their head.
 This place simply amazes me. I have spent a fair amount of time in other parts of the Midwest, guiding and hunting. I have never been anywhere that has the concentration of big, mature whitetails that southern Ohio has.

There are several reasons for this but one of the main reasons is the regulations the Ohio DNR has in place. A one-buck limit, no rifle hunting, no gun season during the rut and shotgun and muzzleloader hunting only during gun season. These regulation alone would turn just about any state where the whitetail resides into a better place for trophy class whitetails but combined with the vast amount of cover available, the minerals in the soil and the genetics we have, this place is a big buck Mecca.
  
All summer long we have been seeing monster bucks. I filmed a 10-point typical buck in June that was already at least a 170-class buck and he still had six weeks to grow. His running mate was a measly little eight point that was around 150 at the time.

The nine pointer (Dagger) on our scouting videos will gross score between 180 and 190 and who knows what his buddy, the 14 point will score. I would say close to 200”.

Even though we haven’t gotten him on film the huge 12 point (the Heart Attack buck) from last year has been seen several times this year and is bigger than ever. We guessed him at 215 typical last year and reports are he is bigger this year. Seems he was shot in the foot last gun season and isn’t getting around as well as in the past. Maybe that will slow him down enough to give us a chance.

  
White Trash is here somewhere. He is just getting more reclusive as he matures. I have always heard that you never see the biggest bucks you have and this is probably the case with White Trash. I figured him to be between 230 and 240 last year as a four year old. He should be in the 270 to 280 class this year. He was spotted several times during gun season last year and was seen again in early March and still had his antlers. We put a lot of miles on our boots this spring looking for his sheds to no avail. The property he was on last season is wall-to-wall corn that’s ten feet tall. Makes it hard to video!  Hopefully he’s hanging out in there.
  
The brow tine buck played ring around the Rosie with us a lot last season. We saw him seven times last season and had one opportunity at him. He should be pushing 190 this year as a five year old. 

Tom King from Bighorn Outdoors had a show on several weeks ago he filmed hunting with us and had a monster 10 point within forty yards, just couldn’t get a shot. Too thick! That buck (the ghost) has to be at least 24 inches wide and maybe wider. Our hunters saw him twice last season.
  
Speaking of Bighorn Outdoors, I had the chance to help Tom with the “Bighorn Outdoors Youth Adventure Camp” this past summer in Columbus Ohio. All I can say about it was it was a blessing for me and everyone involved. The dedication and hard work Tom, his pro staffers and all of their wives put into this is unbelievable and every kid and every parent there had a ball. If you have a few $$$ to spare and you care about the future of the outdoor sports in this country, contact Tom King at www.BighornOutdoors.com and support their efforts. I also encourage every adult that hunts, fishes, hikes, camps or whatever to become a mentor to a child. A lot of them just need someone to take them. The rewards far outweigh the time it takes to do this!

 For a final word, all I can say to the hunters that are coming in this year to hunt with us is cinch up your safety belts, take a big shot of buck fever reliever and hold on. This season is gonna rock!

                              Bob Cramer

