Early Season 2009

The October lull already? It seems like the deer are acting like it’s the middle of the month already! Not much activity in the fields, all of the beans have already turned brown, and the deer aren’t showing up in the bean fields much at all. Out of seven hunters we had in camp, they saw a total of 215 deer, 37 bucks and five of them were shooters (no monsters), with five opportunities and one kill. The weather didn’t do us any favors. Rain and wind made it miserable several days early in the week and the wind continued. The full moon definitely didn’t help much either. The deer moved all night and not much during the day. Next week should be a different story -- the new moon (no moon in the sky at night) should promote a lot of deer activity during the daylight hours and the temperature will be dropping. 
We haven’t seen any acorns anywhere so the deer should be back in the fields and food plots soon. Our food plots are in awesome shape this fall! The corn hasn’t been cut yet and the farms that have corn are crawling with deer. Only problem is they are living in the corn. That makes them hard to hunt!
We have started seeing some scrapes and rubbing activity and the pre-rut should get fired up pretty soon. It seems to me like everything is a couple weeks earlier this year. The bachelor groups broke up before the season started, the bucks started shedding their velvet sooner and the scraping has started earlier than last year.
I predict the rut will start earlier this year. Last season we saw our first shooter buck acting stupid on November 10th. This year Halloween should rock!!!
